ABSTRACT

WA-I-406 19th Century
Former Brethren Church

Hagerstown Vicinity
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This house a hip roofed square brick building
was presumably originally a Brethrem Church. The style
of brickwork and the door treatment guggest a construc-
tion date during the third quarter of the 19th century.
It now serves as a dwelling.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building is located on the north side of Rench Road at a sharp bend in the road east of
the Norfolk and Western Railroad tracks, south of Hagerstown in Washington County. It is
situated on level limestone ground and faces south,

The structure is a one story three bay brick building resting on low stome foundations. It
has a hipped roof and would appear to be nearly square, being also three bays wide. It is
said to have been built as a Brethren Church, although no reference to it was found in the
deeds.

Bricks forming the walls are laid in common bond at all elevations. Flat arches are present
above the windows. The windows have narrow frames finished with a bead and hold modern sin-
gle pane sashes. A hipped roof dormer with double six over six windows extends from the south
slope of the roof.

Entrances in the south and east walls are similar each having six light transoms and side
lights. Modern porches have been added.

The roof is sheathed with modern asphalt shingles and is finighed at the eaves with brick
dentiling. A brick chimney with corbeling at its top extends from the interior of the buil-
ding near its center.

Now uged as a private residence, the former church is on the edge of a large farm with buil-
dings described in survey form WA-I-405,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



. 3

—X) SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house a hip roofed square brick building was presumably originally a Brethren Church.
The style of brickwork and the door treatment suggest a eonstruction date during the third

quarter of the 19th century.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

It now serves as a dwelling.
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[EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 157,20 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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STATE COUNTY -
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant’
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Washington County Historical Sites Survey December 1977
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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